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Davie's Sweet Aloha Ice Cream Brings Hawaiian
Shave Ice to South Florida

NICOLE DANNA ' JULY 7,2022 9:00AM

Photo by Nicole Danna Sweet Aloha Ice Cream in Davie offers authentic Hawaiian-style shave ice.

If you're searching for the perfect summertime treat to beat the heat, here’s one worth venturing out of Miami for: authentic Hawaiian
shave ice.

Not to be confused with snow cones or slushies, Hawaiian shave ice has a soft and fluffy mouthfeel that bursts with flavor. And according
to Sweet Aloha Ice Cream owners Jimmy and Lynne Anderson, their shop is the only place you'll find true shave ice anywhere in Broward

and Miami-Dade counties.

“We are the only ones serving it the traditional way, to my knowledge,” says Jimmy Anderson, who relocated to Broward from California
during the pandemic.

Sweet Aloha Ice Cream has its roots in the couple’s Huntington Beach-based Haole Boys Shave Ice, a business launched as a mobile
catering business and food truck in 2014.
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At the time, Jimmy had dreams of starting his own business. Inspired by his wife’s Hawaiian ancestry, he began researching shave ice, a
dessert that dates back to the early 1900s, when Japanese immigrants began selling kakigori, a sweetened shaved ice, to the island’s
sugarcane workers.

Haole Boys was fitting business name for an American man who wanted to open a Hawaiian shave ice venture; Lynne Anderson explains
that the slang word haole (pronounced “how-lee”) is often used to describe mainlanders or foreigners not born of Hawaiian or Polynesian

descent.

“I remember asking: ‘What is a haole boy going to know about authentic Hawaiian shave ice?” We realized it was perfect,” says Lynne, who
is of native Hawaiian descent.

Soon after, Jimmy began experimenting with various flavors and preparation methods to develop a true Hawaiian shave ice. After months
of trial and error — using Lynne's Hawaiian relatives and friends as taste testers — the couple launched their first food truck.

“My mission became to create the best shave ice possible,” says Jimmy.
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When the couple moved to South Florida, Jimmy began operating his ice-shaving machines to make the frozen treat for their new
neighbors. That led to a retail shop. “Our goal was always to open an ice cream shop alongside our Haole Shave Ice truck, but we never
had the time," he says. "But we found it here.”

aavertisement

Their store, which sells shave ice and house-made ice cream, opened in a small space off State Road 84 in August of 2021.

Ube ice cream made from purple yams is a popular seller at Sweet Aloha Ice Cream in Davie. Photo by Nicole Danna

At Sweet Aloha Ice Cream, tropical and traditional fruit flavors present as brightly hued syrups the couple makes under the Haole Boys
Shave Ice brand. Made with cane sugar and premium flavor extract concentrates, they offer a literal rainbow of flavors ranging from
familiar choices like banana, strawberry, and watermelon to exotic picks like lychee and li hing mui (dried salted plum).

Distinct from snow cones that use crushed ice, Hawaiian shave ice presents as s fine-shaven fluff, a unique texture akin to freshly fallen
snow. Perfectly light, it absorbs the flavored syrups better than crushed ice, holding the flavor rather than having it drain through the
bottom of the cup. Jimmy says It’s best when served with a scoop of ice cream and topped with a swirl of sweetened condensed milk
known as a “snow cap.”

There's a menu of signature flavor combinations based on customer requests, including picks like “Keiki Rainbow” (blue raspberry,
strawberry, and mango) and “Tropical Rainbow” (coconut, pineapple, and "Tiger’s Blood," strawberry infused with coconut). And don’t
sleep on the “Hawaiian Sunrise,” made especially for Lynne’s aunt, who requested something to remind her of Hawaii; it's a shave ice made
with passionfruit, guava, and papaya served over a scoop of vanilla ice cream and topped with a snow cap.

One year in, Jimmy considers himself a frozen dessert enthusiast, having added his own line of house-made ice cream. A dozen flavors

rotate regularly, each made in-house with wholesome ingredients in small batches. Current selections include Jimmy’s ube-flavored ice
cream, made with Filipino purple yams.
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“We feel so fortunate to have the opportunity to share the spirit of 'aloha'’ feeling with South Florida," he says. "We're making this amazing
product — it’s soft, fluffy, and melts in your mouth and is bursting with flavor — but the biggest benefit is making people happy and seeing
the smiles on customers' faces. Whether it's their first memory, or a nostalgic one, experiencing real Hawaiian shave ice."

Sweet Aloha Ice Cream. 8600 W. State Road 84, Davie; 954-530-2231; sweetalohaicecream.com.
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